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By K. Gopalakrishnan

In Jonuary 2011 Arvinheritor
announced o name change from
ArvinMaritar Ine, fo Meritor Inc.
"The company is faking the acfion
becavse the Meritor name is rec-
ognized by our commercial vehicle
ond industrial customers around
the world,” said Mr. Chip McClure,
Chairman of the Board, CEO and
Prasident, ArvinMeritor, |nc. “We
gre now organized to focus en-
firely on innovative products and
technologies that offer superior
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perfarmance, energy efficiency and
reliability.”

Mr. McClure continued, *Chang-
ing the name bock fo Meritor gives
us the coportunity to leverage the
strong reputation we've developed,
and o build on it as we continue 1o
define ourselves as the recognized
leader in drivetrain, mobility, brak-
ing and affermorket selutions in
commerciol vehicle and industrial
morkels.”

Meritor has put in place o well-

defined strategy i grow its off-high-
way business to meet the expected
growth in demand in the coming
yeors; The company is investing in
praduct design and development,
as well as in manufaciuring capac-
ity, while simultaneously executing
succassful production launches for
its growing customer base.

In 2009, ArvinMeritor  an-
nounced ifs intention to re-enter
the off-highway market in MNorth
America ond Europe. Since then,
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the company has developed an
inifial praduct portfolio and signed
cantrocts to supply Morth Ameri-
con customers. It is now working to
re-establish its off-highway market
share in Morth America and Eu-
rope and expects to grow this busi-
ness in Soulth America and expand
ite leadership position in Asio Pa-
cific. Additienally, the company is
looking to leveroge adjocent off-
highway products to better serve
its customers with o complete off-
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highway drive systems solution.

With its long histary of expertise
in designing ond monufacturing
heavy-duty axles for commercial
vehicle customers, ond the strong
off-highway capabilities developed
in Chino, Meritor is prepored o
grow this business and seize global
markel opportunities.

The company maonufactures its
off-highway drivetrain components
in ¥uzhou, Ching, in o joint venlure
with its long-term pariner, Xuzhou
Construction  Machinery Group
RCMG), ond ot its manufacturing
tacility in Newark, Chio. Meritar is
a leading producer of off-highway
axles in China with o strategic pri-
ority to expand in all major regions
of the world,

The joint venture, Xuzhou Meritar
Axle Co. Ltd. (WMAL), plans to in-
ves! on odditional $17.3 million to
expand its manufaciuring copability
with an additional 26,000 sq. me-
tres of copucity, These investments
will focilitate expansion of the on-
highway business in China, os well
os the growth of the aff-highway
capabilities in the lorgest commer-
cial vehicle morket in the world,

Of-highway construc-
fion equipment pro-
duction is expecled
to remoin strong os
China embarks on its
lotest Five-Year Plan to
invest $1-2 billion an
rural urbanization and
transporiation con-
struction frem 2071 1o
2015,

Fuelling the expan-
sion is o customer-
focused strotegy that
provides
speed-to-markel, unique customi-
zotion copabilities and superiar
quality and durahility — supported
by glebal engineering end manu-
focturing resources, in addition ta
a well-known and frusted aftermar-
ket porfs and service network,

Using o modular design ap-
proach tor carrers, wheel-ands
ond broking systems, the company
is engineering praducls that offer
customized solufions — and doing
so with lead times the company be-
lieves to be approximately 50 per
cent less than its competitors.

Beginning with design fexibility
and modularity for off-highway cus-
tamization, Meritor now fabricates,
instead of casting, its axle housing
components allowing size voria-
fions without retooling — o majer
contributor o lower cosl produc-
lion and significantly reduced lead
times.

The company alse uses its ad-
vanced gear manufacturing tech-
nology to meet its customers’
needs for plonetory wheel-ends
ond differentiols in cranes, terminal
tractors, loaders, mining trucks and
fark lifis. +

unmatched
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